CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER5'

a certain corner, and fearing they began to rise and spread,
I immediately writ a paper on the subject; which I treated
with that warmth I thought it required: but the prudence
of those at the helm soon prevented this growing evil; and
at present it seems likely to have no consequences.

I have had indeed for some time a small occasion of
quarrelling, which I thought too inconsiderable for a formal
subject of complaint, though I have hinted at it more than
once. But it is grown at present to as great a height, as a
matter of that nature can possibly bear; and therefore I
conceive it high time that an effectual stop should be put to
it. I have been amazed at the flaming licentiousness of
several weekly papers, which for some months past, have
been chiefly employed in barefaced scurrilities against those
who are in the greatest trust and favour with the Qu[een],
with the first and last letters of their names frequently
printed; or some periphrasis describing their station, or
other innuendoes, contrived too plain to be mistaken. The
consequence of which is, (and it is natural it should be so)
that their long impunity hath rendered them still more
audacious.

At this time I particularly intend a paper called the
" Medley"; whose indefatigable, incessant railings against
me, I never thought convenient to take notice of, because
it would have diverted my design, which I thought was of
public use.1 Besides, I never yet observed that writer, or
those writers, (for it is every way a "Medley'') to argue
against any one material point or fact that I had advanced,
or make one fair quotation. And after all, I knew very well
how soon the world grow weary of controversy. It is plain

1 "The Medley," under Maynwaring, with occasional help from

i grown so insipid and contemptible that my ;
quaintance are offended at my troubling myself about him." No. 45
(the final number, August 6th, 1711) expresses the writer's "deep con-
cern " for the loss of his " dear friend ' The Examiner/ who has at once
left the world and me, quite unprovided for so great a blow." When
the " Examiner " was revived by W. Oldisworth in December, 1711, it
was soon followed by a reappearance of " The Medley." It started
ifresh with Numb. I. on March 3rd, 1712 (i.e. 1714), and continued until
August 4th, 1712, the date of the publication of Numb. XLV. [T. S.]